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SKIERS AND SNOWBOARD-
ERS AGES 9 TO 13 will take to
the slopes today to compete in
the “Sports Illustrated for Kids
Next Snow Search” at Mount
Sunapee. Registration starts at
8 a.m., and the fun – for partici-
pants and spectators – begins at
10. Call 763-3500.

THE BELL CENTER FOR
MUSIC AND THE ARTS, 47
Fourth St., Dover, presents a
concert celebrating Martin
Luther King tonight at 7. Per-
formers include the Bell Center
Chorus, The Joyful Belles, the
adult jazz choir and the teen
theater chorus. Admission is $6.
Call 742-2355.

IF YOU’RE A GIRL 14 OR
OLDER WITH A SINGING
ASPIRATIONS, the Profile Cho-
rus in Manchester is offering
five weeks of voice lessons for
free (there’s a $10 cost for class
materials), beginning tonight at
7. Classes are held at 83
Hanover St., across from the
Palace Theatre. Call 731-4027.

THE BIDDING ENDS TONIGHT
for a 1905 photo of the Universi-
ty of New Hampshire baseball
team. According to the seller,
the photo is in excellent condi-
tion without fading or staining.
The photographer was A.P.
Drew of Dover. As of yesterday,
bidding had surpassed $100.
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Leigh Osborne, 15, rides the No. 67 bus from near her home in Straf-
ford to Coe-Brown Northwood Academy, where she is a sophomore.
Osborne and her twin brother, Randy, left, will be taking their driver’s
tests sometime this summer after they turn 16 in June. Once they get
their drivers’ licenses, they’ll share a 1994 Ford Escort, which is cur-
rently sitting unused next to the garage on her parents’ property in
rural Strafford.

I am definitely ready to be done riding the bus to school with all the
freshman. It’s kind of embarrassing to ride the bus, seeing all of my friends
getting rides and driving to school. It’s horrible.

To me, having a car when you are a teenager is like freedom. Because
you have 15 years of having your parents take you places and waiting
around for your parents.

Every week, I get stuck at school, waiting for hours at a time. We have
always had to plan out our schedule for the week because my mom has to
go pick up my brother and me and my sister. My parents have five kids, so
it’s been kinda hard traveling and trying to find rides.

When I get my license, it’s gonna make it easier for me to travel around
and get to places where I need to be on time. I just think it is going to give
(my mom) some time off, and I know it’s going to give me time off because I
am not going to have to stay after at school and wait around.

I will get to go everywhere without waiting for my parents to come home.
I’ll be able to hang out a lot more and go places. Mostly I will be going over
to friends’ houses, just going over and hanging out with my friends.

All that I hear is that, “When you guys get your licenses, all that you guys
are going to do is go to the store and pick up your sister,” and all that stuff.
That’s something we know is gonna happen, and I know that after a while, I
am going to get used to it, and it’s gonna get annoying. My dad is going to
pay for the car, the insurance and repairs, and they are going to help us

with the gas a little bit, and once we get money, we are going to start paying
for all of that stuff ourselves.

My parents have a Ford Escort waiting for me. Its kind of hard to look at
the car knowing that I am going to be driving it in six months. It is going to
be a bit shaky sharing the car, cause we both do sports and its going to be
hard for us to share one car if we are going different places.

There is probably going to be some fights, but just typical brother-sister
stuff.

When I first started driving with my mom, I started to worry about the
talking. It bugs me when she talks to me while I’m driving. I know my broth-
er is going to talk to me, but if he just talks to me nice about school stuff or
just stuff in general, it will be fine. But if we start arguing, if we start fight-
ing in the car, it’s gonna be a big hazard. I’m going to have to keep my tem-
per down when I’m in the car. I know I’m gonna have the music up. I’m not
going to talk on my cell phone; I get very distracted. I can’t really pay
attention to where I am going if I am talking on my phone at the same
time.

My mom definitely emphasizes safety. That’s all that she worries about
when we are in the car because my two older sisters have already gotten
into accidents, so she worries about it a lot. They weren’t really bad, just
bumping into trees and stuff. She has a right to worry about it. I am a pret-
ty good at driving, but there is always a chance of getting in an accident.

They are going to have limitations, like, I know they are going to have a
curfew for me. I don’t really have a curfew right now, but when I have a car,
I will because it’s, you know, driving and stuff for the first time.

To me, having a car is very important because there is a lot to do in high
school, like, there’s so many things to join, and you have to get there at cer-
tain times, and finding rides is very hard. I’ve always wanted to join student
activities, but I couldn’t because I would never have a ride to get here in the
mornings for meetings because my parents are busy.

‘Having a car . . . is like freedom’

AFTERNOON NUMBERS:
1-7-3 and 5-7-6-4
EVENING NUMBERS:
4-4-4 and 7-4-4-8
HOT LOTTO: (from Saturday)
9-13-23-25-28+19

LUCKY NUMBERS

p h o t o  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  b y  T h o m a s  W h i s e n a n d

t h o m a s @ p h o t o e vo l ve . c o m

You might have to pay tax on that Coke

The Associated Press
A group of House and Senate

lawmakers have joined forces to
push a beverage tax that they say
would raise millions a year for
groundwater protection and other
conservation programs. 

But opponents – including retail-
ers and bottlers – say the move is
bad news for the state’s low-tax

bragging rights. They also say the
state’s solid finances make it
unnecessary. 

The proposed tax would add 2
cents to the cost of beverages
smaller than a gallon and 5 cents to
anything larger. A 12-pack of soda,
for example, would cost an addition-
al 24 cents if wholesalers passed the
increase on to consumers. 

The tax would not apply to juices
that are made and sold on site,
such as apple cider, or to milk. The
tax would be paid at the wholesale
level, but such taxes often are

passed to consumers. 
“No doubt about it, it’s a tax and

a tax that will ultimately be borne
by New Hampshire consumers,”
said Larry Melanson, marketing
director for Coca-Cola Bottling of
Northern New England. 

But Sen. Dick Green, a
Rochester Republican and a sup-
porter of the measure, takes issue
with describing it as a tax. He says
it’s a fee that will apply primarily to
water-based products and the
money will go to conservation pro-
grams mandated by law. 

“Every year we have to fight to
find funding for LCHIP and these
other programs. State law requires
we fund them,” he said. “We’re just
ignoring the law. I can do some-
thing about it, or I can sit here, do
nothing, and complain about the
lack of funding.” 

If passed, the measure would
use 30 percent of revenues to fund
the Land and Community Heritage
Investment Program, and 10 per-
cent each to maintain dams across

Lawmakers to consider
a levy on beverages

Local agencies will likely see bulk of federal flu planning money 

By HATTIE BERNSTEIN
The Telegraph 

The bulk of the money the feder-
al government has promised to the
state for pandemic flu planning will
go to local programs to improve key
areas, including hospital surge
capacity, communications, and
quarantine and isolation protocols,

said state officials.
“We don’t want panic here,”

John Stephen, commissioner of the
state Department of Health and
Human Services, said Friday. “The
point of a planning effort is to
ensure protection and safety of all
our citizens.”

Stephen said the state will
receive $813,384 from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services to prepare for a possible
influenza pandemic.

Currently, state, federal and

world health officials are con-
cerned that an avian flu, identified
in Asia and Europe, where it has
been passed from birds to humans,
could mutate to a virus spread per-
son-to-person. Given that scenario,
health experts warn that a world-
wide pandemic could quickly occur.

Recently, avian flu has spread
throughout Turkey, where 18 cases
were confirmed and three people
have died.

Last year, the state updated its
emergency preparedness plan and

conducted several drills in prepara-
tion for a possible flu pandemic.
Stephen said a review of the plan by
an independent consultant at Dart-
mouth Medical School should be
released before the end of the
month. The statewide plan empha-
sizes local involvement, including a
series of “action steps,” Stephen
said. The effort represents collabo-
ration between the state depart-
ments of Health and Human Ser-
vices and Safety, and the gover-
nor’s office, he added.

The state grant is part of a $100
million package Congress approved
late last year for pandemic flu plan-
ning. An additional $250 million has
been promised for distribution later
in the year, based on state perfor-
mance.

Stephen said state and local offi-
cials plan to meet before the end of
the month to make recommenda-
tions about how to use the federal
money.

State to receive more
than $800,000 

See TAX ––  B6

Sen. Dick Green
takes issue the word
‘tax.’ He says it’s a
fee that will apply
primarily to water-
based products and

will benefit conserva-
tion programs.

See PANDEMIC ––  B6

MICHAEL FISHER, 24, was
arrested in May when he gave
an unlicensed manicure in front
of the state Board of Barbering
in Concord to protest licensing
laws. A bill before the Legisla-
ture calls for reducing the train-
ing requirements for barbers,
cosmetologists, manicurists and
estheticians. Fisher, a member
of the Free State Project,
attended a hearing on the bill
last week at the State House. 

DO YOU GIVE MANICURES A
LOT? That was the first one,
and that is the last one. I have a
job, and I have a business.  

WHY DID YOU DO THIS? I
watched a movie called Gandhi
. . . and in that movie the British
colonial government in India
has salt licensing laws, and he
does a protest against those . . .
He doesn’t think people should
have to have the government’s
permission to make salt, just
like I don’t think you should
have to have their permission to
do anything, like manicuring.
That’s where I come from.
Those are the methods I use.

WHY A MANICURE? It seemed
like it shows the most absurd
possible example, being thrown
in jail for filing someone’s fin-
gernails for a dollar.

HAVE YOU DONE OTHER
PROTESTS LIKE THIS? I
helped organize one a month
later. My friend tried to board a
flight . . . to Philadelphia without
identification, and he refused to
submit to an extreme search, so
he was thrown in jail. 

DO PEOPLE RECOGNIZE YOU
FOR WHAT YOU DID? People
say “Michael, I saw what you
did, and I liked it.” You get that
sometimes at the post office or
the bank. 

LISA ARSENAULT
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