
The White House is a speck
in Mike Gravel’s big picture

By FELICE BELMAN
Monitor staff

Mike Gravel doesn’t talk like a
21st-century, media-savvy politi-
cian. He interrupts himself to tell
political yarns from the 1970s. He
meanders from one topic to the
next and back. He can be
impolitic.

Heck, he’s a presidential candi-
date for whom winning the White
House is practically an after-
thought.

“Somebody has got to speak up
who doesn’t really care about get-
ting elected,” says Gravel, a former
U.S. senator from Alaska.  “But if I
do – I’ll enjoy Camp David.”

Regardless, Gravel is thinking
big.

Gravel (pronounced Gra-
VELL) would be 78 years old when
sworn in, if elected. In the mean-
time, he’s traveling across New
Hampshire and the rest of the
country, trying to sell voters on a
plan to redesign the federal gov-
ernment as we know it.

His grand idea: passing federal
laws through national ballot initia-
tives – at a rate of one per week. In
other words, he would take law-
making power away from politi-
cians and put it in the hands of the

people.
“What I’m for, I can’t pass in the

Congress – I know that,” Gravel
says. He has faith that voters –
unlike politicians – will be willing
to make big changes to the federal
tax code, to Social Security, even to
the way Americans travel.

“The people have to become law-
makers,” he says. “You have to have

unreserved faith in the people.”
Gravel’s project is called the

National Initiative for Democracy.
It’s a complicated plan, spelled out
on a website you can find at
nationalinitiative.us. The gist is
this: Get 50 million voters to
approve the concept and it
becomes law. Skeptical? Gravel
says he has scholars at big-name
universities backing him up.

Once citizens become used to
voting on issues, rather than leav-
ing that to Congress, there would
likely be expensive political cam-
paigns about issues, rather than
political candidates. Gravel sug-
gests no financial limit on cam-
paign contributions – but they
could come only from individuals,
rather than organizations.

“Once people decide what their
self-interest is, you can’t bribe ’em.
And if you do bribe ’em, it’s because
that’s what they want,” he says.

In order to get the country to
pay attention to his plan, Gravel
figured he might as well run for
president.

“If I don’t do something unusu-
al, I’ll die and I won’t see this
through,” he said in an interview
with Monitor editors.

Unlike all the more well-known
presidential wanna-bes – Hillary
Clinton, John McCain, John
Edwards and a host of others –
Gravel, a Democrat, has already

Winning factors least
into candidate’s plan
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Fire is your friend

While every griller in the
Concord area is no doubt

an expert, and master of his or
her domain, it can’t hurt to
remember a few safety tips
today. Here’s some advice from
the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission:

• Check the tubes that lead
into the burner for any blockage
from insects, spiders or food
grease. Use a pipe cleaner or
wire to push any through to the
main part of the burner. 

• Check grill hoses for crack-
ing, brittleness, holes, leaks and
sharp bends. 

• Move gas hoses as far
away as possible from hot sur-
faces and dripping hot grease. 

• Check for gas leaks. If you
detect a leak, immediately turn
off the gas and don’t attempt to
light the grill until it is fixed. 

• Keep lighted cigarettes,
matches or open flames away
from a leaking grill. 

• Never use a grill indoors.
Use the grill at least 10 feet
away from your house or any
building. Do not use the grill in
a garage, in a breezeway, in a
carport, on a porch or under a
surface that can catch fire. 

• Always follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions that accom-
pany the grill.

Readers tell their tales of
close encounters with the
famous.

In the summer of 1950, I was
living in the dorms at Columbia
University in New York. One
day, I was taking clothes to the
nearby laundromat. The route
took me around the entrance of
the president of Columbia’s
house, and while walking by, a
man came out the walk. 

He said, “Good morning, may
I join you?”

I thought, “He looks sort of
like Dwight D. Eisenhower.”

While walking the 1½ blocks
to the laundromat, he asked
where I lived and what made
me decide to attend Columbia.
By this time, I realized this was
Ike.

After these many years, I still
treasure my walk with this
great war leader, and I fondly
remember with appreciation his
genuine interest in this student
hoping to get her master’s
degree in supervision and cur-
riculum development.

LUCILLE HAYES
Concord

GET CRAFTY. Two craft fairs
today are a day-trip delight: 

• The Americana Arts & Crafts
Festival at the fairgrounds in
Topsfield, Mass., features more
than 200 craftsmen and arti-
sans, live music and craft
demonstrations. The event,
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., is
handicap-accessible, and pets
are welcome. Admission is $5,
and parking is free. Call 332-
2616.

• The Arts & Craft Festival at
Mill Falls Marketplace on Route
3 in Milford features live music
and more than 100 juried crafts-
men from all over New England.
Admission is free, and the
event, which runs from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., is handicap-accessible.
Call 332-2616 or visit craftshow-
today.com.

AFTERNOON NUMBERS:
6-8-7 and 2-0-2-1
EVENING NUMBERS:
4-3-2 and 2-8-4-3
HOT LOTTO: (from Saturday)
1-16-22-28-37+17

LUCKY NUMBERS

SEEING STARS

TO DO LIST

See GRAVEL ––  B6

LOCAL & STATE B
MONDAY, MAY 29, 2006

CONCORD MONITOR
concordmonitor.com

� � � � � � � �

��� �� � ��� � 	 � � 
 � � 	 
 � �� � � � 	 �� � �
�����

����� � � � ���� � � � ��

‘You can’t hide behind your tuba’
Members of Belmont High School’s barbershop group sing. Front

row, from left, are Johnny Bryant, 17; Isaac Loring, 17; and Tyler
Bryant, 15. Back row, from left, are Jesse Bassett, 17; Leland Clark, 15;
Marty Smock-Joyal, 15; and Jon O’Sullivan, 15. The group recently per-
formed at the school’s spring concert and plans to expand its song list.

Leland: Marty, Isaac, me and Jon went to a barbershop youth music
festival in Alton and we learned three songs: “The Lion Sleeps Tonight,”
“Little Darling” and “Under the Boardwalk.” After that, we took what
we learned and put it into this group. The problem was, we couldn’t do
just a quartet, because we weren’t strong enough. Second of all, Marty
and Isaac could go low and middle, Jon and me can only sing up high,
we have no low range at all. So we brought in other people.

Jon: (At the concert, we got a) standing ovation. Everybody just bolt-
ed up. It was amazing.

Jesse: They stood up and started applauding before we finished. It’s
thrilling to know everybody likes us that much and they couldn’t stay in
their seat.

Leland: Jessie said, “So this is what it’s like to be God.”
Johnny: When you’re singing, there’s no brass or no mutes. If you

mess up, that’s you messing up. You can’t hide behind your tuba or your
trombone. You gotta pass that whole shyness thing.

Tyler: A lot of people say, “Oh, you’re in chorus. You guys are gay.”
And we’re like, “What is that supposed to mean? We just like singing.”

Marty: They can’t sing, so they’ll put me down because I can. That’s

just been my concept of it.
Johnny: It’s kinda turning around now. We’re starting to have this

power. People are seeing, “Oh, the cool kids are joining chorus.” For
once, people are starting to see really how cool singing can be.

Jesse: We’ve sort of become backwoods folk heroes. We’re the closest
thing to rock stars that this school’s seen in a while. Just looking at the
group we have here; we’ve got the nerds, the losers, the miscreants, the
jocks and the preps, all in the room singing together.

Marty: At our last concert, we definitely got more of a response from
the gifted girls, like the seniors. They were pretty impressed. There’s
potential, there’s potential. 

Jesse: I’ve got more attention from girls’ moms than the girls themselves.
That’s not exactly the demographic we were aiming for, but it’s still good.

Jesse: One of the great things about a cappella and barbershop is
that you can do it after you graduate from school. It’s something you can
continue doing for years and years and years.

Leland: It’s funny what Jesse said about this being a lifelong thing.
For the past two years before I got out of home schooling and came to
public school this year, I’ve been a member of the Lakes Region Chords-
men, a barbershop group. People in there have been singing barbershop
for over 50 years, and, like, some of my best friends are 85. I’ve met
some great people singing like this.

To hear several of the group’s songs and view photos, visit concord
monitor.com.

KEN WILLIAMS / Monitor staff

Mike Gravel, a Democrat and
former senator, wants voters,
not politicians, to pass federal
laws via national balloting.

By DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD 
AND ZACHARY A. GOLDFARB 

The Washington Post 

A major figure in the Election
Day phone-jamming scandal that
embarrassed and nearly bankrupt-
ed the New Hampshire GOP is out
of prison and back in the political
game. 

Charles McGee, the former
executive director of the state
Republican Party, pleaded guilty to

conspiracy and served seven
months for his part in the scheme
to have a telemarketer tie up
Democratic and union phone lines
in 2002. 

He’s back at his old job with a
Republican political marketing
firm, Spectrum Monthly & Printing
Inc., and will be helping out at the
firm’s “GOP campaign school” for
candidates. 

Richard Pease, the firm’s co-
president, said McGee would be
available to advise candidates at
the two-day event, planned for next

Charles McGee back
to work after prison

Lead figure in phone jam
to advise GOP contenders
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By LAUREN R. DORGAN
Monitor Staff

A man was killed and a woman
critically injured in a single-car
accident on Interstate 93 in Bow
last night, authorities said.

Two children were also hospital-
ized after the crash.

About 6:30 last night, a Chevy
Blazer with Massachusetts plates
went off the road between the I-89
exit and the tollbooths, crashing

into the woods and taking out mile
marker 32.6 along the way.

The car hit several trees and did
a 360-degree turn. The children,
buckled into the backseat of the car,
were rescued by eyewitnesses
before the car burst into flames,
according to Bow Assistant Fire
Chief Dick Pistey.

“Somebody was a hero,” he said.

BOW

Man dies in I-93 accident;
woman, 2 children injured
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